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CLASS 5: COMPOUNDING AND PHRASAL WORDS

COMPOUNDS: AN OVERVIEW

A compound is a word that contains more than one root.

(1) a. high schóol, black bóard, green hóuse, white hóuse, toy fáctory [NP phrases]
b. híghschool, bláckboard, gréen house, Whíte House, tóy factory [compounds]

• compound verbs: VV, NV, AV, PV (these are all right-headed)
• compound adjectives: NA, AA, PA (?*VA: fail-safe, *sing-happy)
• compound nouns: VN, NN, AN, PN (main stress on left, right-headed)

Headless compounds are also known as exocentric (“center outside”).
   - faintheart (not about a heart or a faint), pickpocket, killjoy, cutpurse
   - VP-N: take-off, sell-out, wrap-in, sit-in — PN-A: overland, in-house, offshore, downmarket

Right-headed (most English) and left-headed (attorney general) compounds are endocentric.

COMPOUNDS: SOME PROPERTIES

Compounding is recursive.

(2) a. film society
b. student film society
c. student film society committee

Compounds have a constituent structure (allowing disambiguation; see Class 7 on structure).

(3) a. student [film society]
b. [student film] society

Elements of compounds are related to each other: head-modifier, predicate-argument, apposition.

(4) a. film society, hand-wash, footpath …
b. truck driver, language teacher …
c. learner-driver, mother-child …

Compounds can be endocentric or exocentric:

(5) a. film society, truck driver …
b. pickpocket, push up …

Lack of referential properties of the non-head:

(5) a. film society (no reference to specific film)
b. truck driver (no reference to a specific truck)

Compounds show morphological integrity: they cannot be split up by other elements.
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PRIMARY (ROOT) VS. SECONDARY (VERBAL, SYNTHETIC) COMPOUNDS

Primary compounds are formed with simple words, e.g. greenhouse, postal order.
Secondary compounds have a complex word as their head, e.g. truck driver, truck driving.

What counts as a synthetic compound?

• The non-head is an argument: truck driver, slum clearance…
• Perhaps passive participles: hand-made, moth-eaten…
• Perhaps compounds based on adjectives: machine readable…

Properties of synthetic compounds:

1. The verb’s internal argument is satisfied by the non-head: drive a truck – truck driver
2. The subject can never be the non-head: *child driver (a child who drives)
3. The non-head could be an adjunct: act fast – fast acting, eaten by moths – moth eaten
4. The heads of synthetic compounds inherit the argument structure of the verb

RELATED ISSUES: BLENDS, ACRONYMS, PHRASALS

Did you know... lord = loaf ‘bread’ + warden ‘guardian’, woman = wife ‘female’ + mon ‘person’

Blends : smoke + fog = smog

Acronyms : UCY = University of CYprus, Skinheads against Racial Prejudice = SHARP
• distinction: initialisms vs. reverse acronyms

Eponyms : guy, spartan, kleenex, atlas
• based on personal/geographical/commercial names, literature, folklore, or mythology

Shortening: influenza ! flu

Combining forms : anthrop(o) + (o)logy

Phrasal words : jack-in-the-box (*jacks-in-the-box, *people-in-the-street — devoted to syntax)
• only (?) occurrence of left-headed word forms in English? (attorney general and so on)

PREVIEW: WORD STRUCTURE

Based on structural properties, we can talk much better about possibilities and generalizations.

compounds: [ [ non-head ] head ]

derivations: [ 3prefix- [ [ [ ROOT ] -suffix1 ] -suffix2 ] ]
      [ BASE1 ]
   [    BASE2               ]
 [  BASE3                         ]

inflections: [ [ [ [ [ ROOT ] -suffixD ] -suffixD ] -suffixI ] *-suffixD ]

Readings for next class:

&  Carstairs-McCarthy 2002: Ch. 7 (pp. 71-84) plus all exercises up to and including Ch. 6


