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DESCRIPTION 

Assuming that all students are familiar with syntactic analysis of English in the generative paradigm 
and some basic theoretical concepts, we will extend the tools provided and apply them to languages 
other than English. We will pick a number of empirical phenomena (“data”) and explore how these 
are realized across the world’s languages (or not). The analytical part of the course (“theory”) will 
consist of trying to find adequate explanations for the variation observed. The general theoretical 
direction is within the Principles-and-Parameters Theory (i.e. GB and/or some form of minimalism). 
If nothing else, you should get out of this course an appreciation for cross-linguistic phenomena. 
 

ASSESSMENT 

Regular attendance is strongly advised! Besides the class lectures, there will be: 

1. one final paper in which you report on your own research           (50%) 
2. one mid-term exam in form of a two-page paper abstract           (20%) 

3. one in-class presentation of a syntax topic of your choice          (30%) 
4. !!!!! active participation in class throughout the semester          (±x…) 

The first two items should be self-explanatory; I will specify them further as we go along. We will 
also discuss the particulars of your presentation, which will involve up to three students and 
present one or more articles to the class. The participation component may modify the final grade. 

Important: Any attempt of plagiarism will be graded as Fail for the entire course and pursued 
further — I do not accept even a hint of plagiarism! You better familiarize yourselves with this. 
Despite bad experiences in the past, I will not take attendance this semester. This means, however, 
that I will not waste my time with students who choose to not show up for classes. I thus repeat:  

Regular attendance is strongly advised! 
 

READING 

There is no textbook; instead, the copy shop Antoniou will soon provide a course reader which 
every student should obtain a copy of. This is a collection of relevant texts we will read and discuss. 
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Of course, there’s lots more interesting books. You will find many of those mentioned in any of the 
above works and listed in the respective reference sections. Feel free to browse through them! 
 
In addition, there is a large number of relevant articles published in refereed journals of the field. 
These are usually not as accessible as textbooks, but there are some really good ones: these I will 
make available as our course reader as soon as we have agreed on some parameters of the course. 
 
Due to the title of the volume and its up-to-dateness, I suggest taking a good look at Cinque and 
Kayne (2005) as a starting point for presentation/discussion (see also point below and Class 1). 
 

COURSEWORK 

Depending on how my suggestions for an alternative course format from Class 1 go (which depend 
in turn on the actual number of registered students), the syllabus could be drastically modified to 
incorporate my idea of a Syntax Reading Group. As for coursework to be graded, I would suggest: 
 
Option 1: (A3) present one or more articles on a given topic in class with a handout, and 

(A1) write up a paper of your own ideas and research (up to two students). 

Option 2: (A3) present your own ideas and research in class with a handout, and 
(A1) write up a revised handout only (any number of students). 

Regarding: (A2) the abstract will depend on your options, but be related. 


