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CLASS 18: CASE THEORY II

(1) «a assigns Case to B iff
(a) ais a Case-assignor (= V, P, or finite I) and
(b) oo m-commands f, and
(c) no barrier intervenes (any XP = barrier).
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Exceptional Case-Marking (ECM)
(3) Ibelieve [, Mary to be the best candidate ].

(4) a. Ibelieve [;; her to be the best candidate |.
b. *I believe [;» she to be the best candidate ].

(5) a. Ibelieve [.p that the politician is lying ].
b. IDbelieve [, the politician ].
c. Ibelieve [, in politicians ].

(6) Ibelieve [ the politician to be lying ].

(7) a.#1Dbelieve [, the politician ],
but I think he’s lying.
b. Ibelieve [, the politician to be lying ].

Conclusion: [ the politician ] in (7a) and (7b)
plays different grammatical functions:
(7a):  complement of the verb (direct object)
(7b):  NOT (subject of the non-finite clause)
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An ECM-verb may assign Case to the specifier of
its complement, or: to non-finite Spec,IP.
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(9) a. Ibelieve
[ Mary to leave the room ].
b. Ipersuade Mary
[ PRO to leave the room ].

(10) a. Ibelieve that Mary will leave the room.
b. Ipersuaded Mary that she will leave the
room.
c. "I persuaded [...] that Mary will leave the
room.

(11) a. I know
[,» Mary /her to be an honest person |].
b. *I know [, whether
[,» Mary /her to be an honest person ] ].
c. Iknow [p whether
[;» Mary /she is an honest person ] ].

Conclusion: Non-finite IP 1s “defective” — it does
not constitute a barrier for Case
assignment (matrix V can assign Case)
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(12) a. Ibelieve [John to be the best candidate].
b. *I hope [John to be the best candidate].
c. Ihope [that [John is the best candidate]].

Question: Why is (12¢) ungrammatical?

Informally, believe can assign case exceptionally
(= believe is an ECM-verb), but hope cannot. Or:

(13) The Case Filter (first stab)
A DP must be assigned Case.

(14) a. *John to hit the ball would be amazing.
b. For John to hit the ball would be amazing.
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In this light, consider PRO (“big PRO”) again:

(15) a. John hoped [ PRO to win ].
b. John hoped [ that [ he would win ] ].
c. Mary hoped [ that [ John would win ] ].

The external argument of a predicate like win is a
DP — it’s this DP that gets the 6-role and Case.

1. PROisaDP.
2.  PRO doesn’t need Case.

We can thus conclude that the Case Filter is a
morphological requirement and doesn’t apply to
unpronounced material. Let’s formulate it as:

(16) The Case Filter (roughly revised for now)
Every pronounced DP must be assigned Case.

(17) a. I want [ it to seem
[ that John died of natural causes | ].

b * 1 hope [ itto seem
[ that John died of natural causes | ].



