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CLASS 6:  PHRASE STRUCTURE ISSUES 
 
 
PHRASES AND HEADS 
 
The head of a phrasal category XP is always X (endocentricity): NP, VP, PP… — 
Alternative formulation: Every head X projects XP (maximal projection). 
 
(1) Noun Phrase (NP) 
 a. the woman  —  a (big) tree  —  (this) coffee  —  (our) existence (on earth) 
 b. a (renowned) expert (on indigenous Australian music) (from Brisbane) 
 c. a (Russian) pianist (of exceptional talent) (who had eleven fingers) 
 d. the (most important) representatives (of workers' interests) (in history) 
 e. a documentary (by a French journalist) (about Spain) 
 
(2) a. NP       b.          NP 
    …            … 
    N        (D)  (AP) N (PP) (PP) 
 
(3) a. I saw a documentary by a French journalist about Spain last night. 
 b. It was a documentary by a French journalist about Spain that I saw last night. 
 c.     * It was a documentary that I saw by a French journalist about Spain last night. 
 
(4) a. I saw last night a documentary by a French journalist about Spain. 
 b.     * I saw by a French journalist about Spain last night a documentary. 
 
(5) a. I saw it last night. 
 b.     * I saw it by a French journalist about Spain last night. 
 
(6) Verb Phrase (VP) 
 a. (suddenly) die (of cancer) (at a young age) 
 b. (blindly) rely on the advice of a counsellor 
 c. (often) called him a maladjusted sociopath 
 d. give Basil the book 
 e. read (a book) 
 
(7) a. [VP [V read ] [NP a book ] ]  
 b.      VP 
       3 
     V   NP 
      g   3 
   read a      book 
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(8) Preposition Phrase (PP) 
 a. (right) near the fireplace 
 b. towards the entrance to the building 
 c. (wholly) inside (the enclosure) 
 d. out (of the house) 
 e. despite the failed attempt of the paramilitary at blowing up the institute 
 
(9) Adjective Phrase (AP) 
 a. (very) angry (at the rest of the human race) 
 b. (completely and utterly) disappointed (at the ineptitude of CYTA) 
 c. interested (in the history of Postmodernist theatre) (to some extent) 
 d. dull (to the extreme) 
 e. (soul-destroyingly) boring 
 f.  devoid of content 
 
(10) Adverb Phrase (AdvP) 
 a. (very) slowly 
 b. (extremely) well 
 c. (completely) independently of the approval of his superiors 
  
COMPLEMENTS, ARGUMENTS, MODIFIERS 
 
(11) a. constantly relied on her throughout the crisis 
 b. secretly devoured the leftovers in the car on Friday before leaving 
 c. often claimed that he was God’s personal messenger despite being an atheist 
 
(12) a. reliant on her parents during the crisis 
 b. fond of his wife in every way 
 c. proud of her children above all justification 
 d. unable to keep the appointment because of the accident 
 e. completely bereft/devoid of inspiration 
 
(13) a. his fondness/liking for strong drink during the Winter months 
 b. my misguided reliance on commercial software in writing these notes 
 c. the expert on physics on the committee in an orange waistcoat 
 d. her profound faith in divine beings during the crisis 
 e. the generous friends of the accident victims 
 f.  the better known kings of England before the fifteenth century 
 
(14) a. towards the fence 
 b. right inside the house 
 c. despite state intervention 
 
•  complements are arguments (but not necessarily the other way round) 
•  complements are stored in the lexicon, as part of the head’s lexical entry 
•  modifiers are purely optional, arguments/complements are obligatory 
•  modifiers are added recursively, complements appear closest to the head 


