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CLASESS 7-8:  CATEGORIAL PHRASES & SENTENCE STRUCTURE 
 
 
X’-STRUCTURE AND… 
 
(1) a.   XP      b.    XP 
         3         3 
      ZP       X’         ZP      X’ 
   specifier      #     specifier    3 
       X   YP           AP   X’ 
     head    complement        adjunct  3 
… NP  (spec: D; compl: PP, adj: AP, PP, CP, RC)        X’      BP 
                  3   adjunct 
(2)      NP            X   YP 
     3                  head    complement 
 (D)   N’ 
    3 
      N’     (adjunct) 
     3 
   N   PP 
 
(3) a. teacher,  father,  engine    (4) a.  John’s sister 
 b. play,  book,  freedom    b.  his sister 
 c. belief,  claim,  fact    c.  [NP … pronoun …] / [D pronoun ] 
 
… VP  (spec: ???; compl: NP, PP, CP; adj: AdvP, NP, PP, CP) 
 
(5) a.        VP      b.   VP 
    3        3 
   ???       V’       ???      V’ 
        3           3 
         V’   (adjunct)    V’    (adjunct) 
          g         3 

         V          V       NP 
 
(6) a. i. jump,  dance,  shout ii. arrive,  sleep,  fall    iii.  like,  frighten,  please 
 b. i. kiss,  kick,  eat  ii. want,  believe,  expect   iii.  give,  send,  donate 

NB: Not all nouns have complements! But 
if they do, the complement must be sister 
of N — and if they don’t, any other NP-
internal material must be adjoined to N’! 
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… AP  (spec: AdvP, D; compl: PP, CP; adj: AdvP) 
 
(7)          AP           (8)  a.    ignorant 
    3          b.    good 
        A’          c.    afraid 
       3         d.    fond 
     A           e.    proud 
 
… PP  (spec: AdvP, NP, PP; compl: PP, NP; adj: AdvP) 
 
(9)          PP           (10)  a.    in 
    3          b.    across 
        P’          c.    on 
       3         d.    out 
     P           e.    underneath 
 
… ADVP  (spec: AdvP; compl: —; adj: AdvP) 
 
(11)       AdvP           (12)   a.    ignorantly 
    3          b.    well 
        Adv’         c.    yesterday 
          3        d.    fortunately 
         Adv           e.    apparently 
 
 
X’-STRUCTURE AND… 
 
… NP VS. DP 
 
(13) a.      DP           b.       DP 
        3              g 
   ???    D’            D’ 
      3          3 
         D       NP           Dpronoun    NPØ 

 
… CLAUSES VS. SENTENCES  (NB: See also last semester’s handouts from ENG 135) 
 
(14)        IP           (15)    CP 
       3            3 
 NP/DP    I’             XP       C’ 
   subject  3         operator      3 
         I       VP           C    IP 
    inflection    predicate        complementizer      clause 


