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REFERENCES  (ENG 573 Topics in English Syntax, spring 2008, UCY; Kleanthes Grohmann) 

Below you find a list of relevant books and articles that are available through the UCY Library or 
from me (electronic or hard copy). This is a long list, I know — but you’re encouraged to work your 
way through as you see fit. If you want to continue with syntax and modern theories, the motto is: 

The more you read now, the less you’ll have to make up for in the future! 
Do you need to read all, many, or any of these works to pass the class? No. But I certainly want you 
to get used to reading scientific articles — beyond acquaintance with syntactic theory, you will 
learn about academic style, ways of argumentation, and so on, which should help your own writing. 
 
MP Adger, D. 2003. Core Syntax: A Minimalist Approach, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
GB Carnie, A. 2001. Syntax: A Generative Introduction, Oxford: Blackwell. 
MP Boeckx, C. 2008. Understanding Minimalist Syntax, Oxford: Blackwell. 
GB Cook, V.J. and M. Newson. 1996. Chomsky’s Universal Grammar: An Introduction, Oxford: Blackwell. 
GB Crain, S. and D. Lillo-Martin. 1999. An Introduction to Linguistic Theory and Language Acquisition, 

Oxford: Blackwell. 
GB Culicover, P.W. 1997. Principles and Parameters: An Introduction to Syntactic Theory, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press.  
GB Freidin, R. 1992. Foundations of Generative Syntax, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
GB Haegeman, L. 1994. Introduction to Government & Binding Theory, Oxford: Blackwell, second 

edition.  
GB Haegeman, L. and J. Guéron. 2000. English Grammar: A Generative Perspective, Oxford: Blackwell. 
MP Hornstein, N., J. Nunes, and K.K. Grohmann. 2005. Understanding Minimalism, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 
GB Johnson, K. 2002. Introduction to Transformational Grammar, Ms., University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst. 
GB Lasnik, H. and J. Uriagereka. 1988. A Course in GB Syntax: Lectures of Binding and Empty 

Categories, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
MP Lasnik, H., J. Uriagereka, and C. Boeckx. 2005. A Course in Minimalist Syntax, Oxford: Blackwell. 

GB Ouhalla, J. 1994. Introducing Transformational Grammar: From Rules to Principles and Parameters 
London: Edward Arnold. 

GB Radford, A. 1988. Transformational Grammar: A First Course, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
MP Radford, A. 1997a. Syntactic Theory and the Structure of English: A Minimalist Approach, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 
MP Radford, A. 1997b. Syntax: A Minimalist Introduction, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
MP Radford, A. 2004a. Minimalist Syntax: Exploring the Structure of English, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press.  
MP Radford, A. 2004b. English Syntax: An Introduction, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
GB van Riemsdijk, H. and E. Williams. 1986. Introduction to the Theory of Grammar, Cambridge, MA: 

MIT Press. 
GB Roberts, I.G. 1996. Comparative Syntax, London: Edward Arnold. 
MP Uriagereka, J. 1998. Rhyme and Reason: An Introduction to Minimalist Syntax, Cambridge, MA: MIT 

Press.  
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The books above are textbooks, that is introductions to either Government-and-Binding Theory 
(GB) or the Minimalist Program (MP) — although some of the former books also partially address 
the latter framework. All of these titles should be accessible to you (as usual: give or take a little…). 

Below you find more book references for your own reading — whether you read for the course, your 
own interests, or your research (homework, abstract, paper). I split these into monographs (non-
introductory works of scholarship by one or more authors) and edited volumes (books containing a 
number of papers — i.e. articles or chapters — by various authors, collected by one or more editors). 
 
MONOGRAPHS 

MP Boeckx, C. 2003. Islands and Chains, Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 
MP Boeckx, C. 2003. Aspects of the Syntax of Agreement, London: Routledge. 
GB Borer, H. 1984. Parametric Syntax, Dordrecht: Foris. 
MP Chametzky, R.A. 2000. Phrase Structure: From GB to Minimalism, Oxford: Blackwell. 
GB Chomsky, N. 1981. Lectures on Government and Binding, Dordrecht: Foris.     
GB Chomsky, N. 1986a. Barriers, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
GB Chomsky, N. 1986b. Knowledge of Language: Its Nature, Origin and Use, New York: Praeger. 
MP Chomsky, N. 1995. The Minimalist Program, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
GB Culicover, P.W. 1999. Syntactic Nuts: Hard Cases, Syntactic Theory, and Language Acquisition, 

Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
GB Emonds, J.E. 1985. A Unified Theory of Syntactic Categories, Dordrecht: Foris. 
MP Epstein, S.D. and T.D. Seely. 2006. Derivations in Minimalism, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
MP Grohmann, K.K. 2003. Prolific Domains: On the Anti-Locality of Movement Dependencies. 

Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 
MP Hale, K. and S.J. Keyser. 2002. Prolegomenon to a Theory of Argument Structure, Cambridge, MA: 

MIT Press. 
MP Hornstein, N. 1995. Logical Form: From GB to Minimalism, Oxford: Blackwell. 
MP Hornstein, N. 2001. Move! A Minimalist Theory of Construal, Oxford: Blackwell. 
GB Kayne, R.S. 1994. The Antisymmetry of Syntax, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
GB Kayne, R.S. 2000. Parameters and Universals, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
MP Lasnik, H. 1999. Minimalist Analysis, Oxford: Blackwell. 
GB Lasnik, H. and M. Saito. 1992. Move α: Conditions on Its Applications and Outputs, Cambridge, MA: 

MIT Press. 
GB Lightfoot, D.W. 1991. How to Set Parameters, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
GB May, R. 1985. Logical Form: Its Structure and Derivation, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
GB Rizzi, L. 1990. Relativized Minimality, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
GB Roberts, I.G. 1993. Verbs and Diachronic Syntax: A Comparative History of English and French, 

Dordrecht: Kluwer. 
GB Speas, M. 1990. Phrase Structure in Natural Language, Dordrecht: Kluwer. 
MP Uriagereka, J. 2002. Derivations: Exploring the Dynamics of Syntax, London: Routledge. 
GB Williams, E. 1994. Thematic Structure in Syntax, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
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EDITED VOLUMES 

MP Baltin, M.R. and C. Collins (eds.). 2001. The Handbook of Contemporary Syntactic Theory, Oxford: 
Blackwell.  

MP Belletti, A. (ed.). 2004. Structures and Beyond: The Cartography of Syntactic Structures, vol. 3, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

MP Boeckx, C. (ed.). 2006. Minimalist Essays, Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 
GB Cardinaletti, A. and M.-T. Guasti (eds.). 1995. Small Clauses, San Diego, CA: Academic Press. 
MP Cinque, G. (ed.). 2002. Functional Structure in DP and IP: The Cartography of Syntactic Structures, 

vol. 1, Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
MP Epstein, S.D. and N. Hornstein (eds.). 1999. Working Minimalism, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
MP Epstein, S.D. and T.D. Seely (eds.). 2002. Derivation and Explanation in the Minimalist Program, 

Oxford: Blackwell. 
GB Freidin, R. (ed.). 1991. Principles and Parameters in Comparative Grammar, Cambridge, MA: MIT 

Press. 
MP Hendrick, R. 2004. Minimalist Syntax, Oxford: Blackwell. 
GB Jaeggli, O. and K. Safir (eds.). 1989. The Null Subject Parameter, Dordrecht: Kluwer. 
MP Rizzi, L. (ed.). 2004. The Structure of CP and IP: The Cartography of Syntactic Structures, vol. 2, 

Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
MP Webelhuth, G. (ed.). 1995. Government and Binding Theory and the Minimalist Program, Oxford: 

Blackwell. 

 
 
Finally, to get you acquainted with “real” research, let me recommend some important articles and 
manuscripts (referring to published or unpublished work by one or more authors shorter than book-
length works, or doctoral dissertations; articles are published in scholarly journals or periodicals). 
 
 
ARTICLES & MANUSCRIPTS 

GB Abney, S.R. 1987. ‘The noun phrase in its sentential aspect’, Ph.D. thesis, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge Chomsky. 

GB Aoun, J., N. Hornstein, D.W. Lightfoot, and A. Weinberg. 1987. ‘Two types of locality’, Linguistic 
Inquiry 18, 537-577. 

GB Aoun, J. and D. Sportiche. 1983. ‘On the formal theory of government’, The Linguistic Review 2, 211-
236. 

GB Barss, A. and H. Lasnik. 1986. ‘A note on anaphora and double objects’, Linguistic Inquiry 17, 347-
354. 

MP Bobaljik, J.D. 1995. ‘Morphosyntax: The syntax of verbal inflection’, Ph.D. thesis, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge. 

GB Browning, M.A. 1987. ‘Null operator constructions’, Ph.D. thesis, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge. 

MP Chomsky, N. 1993. ‘A minimalist program for linguistic theory’, in K. Hale and S.J. Keyser (eds.), 
The View from Building 20: Essays in Linguistics in Honor of Sylvain Bromberger, Cambridge, 
MA: MIT Press, 1-52. [Reprinted in Chomsky (1995), 167-217.] 
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MP Chomsky, N. 2000. ‘Minimalist inquiries: The framework,’ in R. Martin, D. Michaels, and J. 
Uriagereka (eds.), Step by Step: Essays on Minimalist Syntax in Honor of Howard Lasnik, 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 89-155. 

MP Chomsky, N. 2001. ‘Derivation by phase’, in M. Kenstowicz (ed.), Ken Hale: A Life in Language, 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1-52. 

MP Chomsky, N. 2004. ‘Beyond explanatory adequacy’, in Belletti (2004). 
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W. Sternefeld, and T. Vennemann (eds.), Syntax: An International Handbook of Contemporary 
Research, Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 506-569. [Reprinted in Chomsky (1995), 13-127.] 

MP Fox, D. 1999. ‘Reconstruction, binding theory, and the interpretation of chains’, Linguistic Inquiry 30, 
157-196. 

GB Fukui, N. 1986. ‘A theory of category projection and its applications’, Ph.D. thesis, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge. 

GB Hornstein, N. and D.W. Lightfoot. 1981. ‘Introduction’, in N. Hornstein and D.W. Lightfoot (eds.), 
Explanation in Linguistics: The Logical Problem of Language Acquisition, London: Longman, 9-31. 

GB Hornstein, N. and A. Weinberg. 1990. ‘On the necessity of LF’, The Linguistic Review 7, 129-167. 
GB Larson, R.K. 1988. ‘On the double object construction’, Linguistic Inquiry 19, 335-391. 
GB Lasnik, H. 1992. ‘Case and expletives: Notes toward a parametric account’, Linguistic Inquiry 23, 

381-405. 
GB Lasnik, H. and M. Saito. 1984. ‘On the nature of proper government’, Linguistic Inquiry 15, 235-289. 
GB Lasnik, H. and M. Saito. 1991. ‘On the subject of infinitives’, in L.K. Dobrin, L. Nichols, and R.M. 

Rodriguez (eds.), Papers from the 27th Regional Meeting of the Chicago Linguistic Society 
1991. Part 1: The General Session, Chicago, IL: Chicago Linguistics Society, 324-343. 

GB Lebeaux, D. 1995. ‘Where does the binding theory apply?’, University of Maryland Working Papers 
in Linguistics 3, 63-88. 

GB Manzini, M.R. and K. Wexler. 1987. ‘Parameters, binding theory, and learnability’, Linguistic Inquiry 
18, 413-444. 
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Grammar: Handbook of Generative Syntax, Dordrecht: Kluwer, 197-235. 

MP McCloskey, J. 2002. ‘Resumption, successive cyclicity, and the locality of operations’, in S.D. Epstein 
and T.D. Seely (eds.), 184-226. 

GB Obenauer, H.-G. 1984. ‘On the identification of empty categories’, The Linguistic Review 4, 153-
202. 

GB Pollock, J.-Y. 1989. ‘Verb movement, UG and the structure of IP’, Linguistic Inquiry 20, 365-424. 
GB Stowell, T. 1981. ‘Origins of phrase structure’, Ph.D. thesis, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

Cambridge. 
GB Travis, L. deMena. 1984. ‘Parameters and effects of word order variation’, Ph.D. thesis, 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge. 
GB Uriagereka, J. 1988. ‘On government’, Ph.D. thesis, University of Connecticut, Storrs. 
 
 
 
For your information: Please use the citation form as I employed here or a variation for your work! 


