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CLASS 5–7:  QUESTIONS ABOUT QUESTIONS 
 
TERMINOLOGY:  SOME OPPOSITIONS 

clause types  (declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamative) 
clause type  vs.  sentence type 
question  vs.  interrogative 
open question  vs.  closed question  
open interrogative  vs.  closed interrogative 
answer  vs.  response 
 

CLOSED INTERROGATIVES 

•  the notion of form 
•  subject, auxiliaries, and inversion 
•  auxiliary insertion  (‘dummy do’) 
•  role of negation  (and inversion) 
•  intonation types  (rising, falling) 
 

LOOKING AT QUESTIONS  

•  polar questions  vs.  alternative questions 
•  intonation 
•  interrogative tags 
•  reversed polarity tags  (dialects?  registers?) 
 

OPEN INTERROGATIVES 

•  interrogative phrase  (fronting, case) 
•  who or whom ?  —  function and style level 
•  multiple interrogative  (phrase)s 
 

OTHER ISSUES             OTHER TERMINOLOGY 

•  (open)  questions  and (their)  answers       acceptability  (√ / * / # / %) 
•  replacement phrase  (personal  vs.  non-personal)    insertion    (into / deriving the  
•  information question  vs.  direction question      derivation   syntactic structure) 
•  echo question  (stimulus)          economy / last resort 
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ON THE FORM OF QUESTIONS:  SAI 

•  subject–auxiliary inversion (SAI) 
 
(1) a. Shall we walk a bit?    (2) a. Which way are you going? 
 b.    * Shall we walk a bit.     b.  * Which way are you going. 
 c. We shall walk a bit.     b’. * This way am I going. 
            c. You are / I am going this way. 
 
How to test between three reasonable hypotheses about SAI? 
 
(3) a. declarative:     Ø  SUBJ AUX V 
  interrogative:  AUX SUBJ    Ø  V 
 
 b. declarative:  SUBJ AUX    Ø  V 
  interrogative:    Ø  AUX SUBJ V 
 
 c. declarative:  SUBJ AUX    Ø  V 
  interrogative:  AUX SUBJ    Ø  V 
 
(4) SAI: Move the auxiliary AUX leftward across the subject SUBJ. 
 
 
HYPOTHESES 

Which hypothesis which makes which predictions — and which should we pick? 
 
(5) a. SAI always gives rise to interrogative interpretation. 
 b. SAI can give rise to interrogative interpretation. 
 c. Interrogative sentences are always formed by means of SAI. 
 d. Interrogative sentences can be formed by means of SAI. 
 e. SAI is always used to form an interrogative sentence, and interrogative 

sentences are always formed by means of SAI. 
 f. SAI can give rise to interrogative sentences, and interrogative sentences 

can be formed by means of SAI. 
 
•  embedded / subordinate clauses: indirect questions / reported questions 
 
(6) a. All sentences with SAI are interrogative. 
 b. Some sentences with SAI are interrogative. 
 
(7) Direct questions are always formed by means of SAI. 
 ⇒ All direct questions display SAI. 
 
(8) a. All interrogative sentences display SAI. 
 b. Some interrogative sentences display SAI. 
 
(9) Some sentences with SAI are interrogative and some interrogative sentences 

display SAI. 


