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Question: what about V-to-I?
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• Word order alternation related to focus with neutral stress,
involving complement reordering in a ditransitive context.

O Pooh só deu ao Piglet o livro. (marked w-o)
Pooh only gave to Piglet the book.

• Stress shift without word order change in a ditransitive
context.

O Pooh só deu O LIVRO ao Piglet. (stress shift)
Pooh only gave the book to Piglet.
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Condition: null object

Vamos ver o que é que o Rui fez ao cão. (Let’s see what R. did to the dog)

Olha! Mergulhou na piscina! (Look! Dove in the pool)
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Condition: null object in island

Vamos ver o que aconteceu. 
(Let’s see what happened)

O cão ladrou quando o Luís 
baloiçou na cadeira.

(The dog barked when L. rocked
in the chair)
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Condition: intransitive structure

Vamos ver o que é que o Rui fez ao cão. (Let’s see what R. did to the dog)

Olha! Mergulhou na piscina! (Look! Dove in the pool)
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Condition: superfluous object

Vamos ver o que é que a Marta fez à boneca. (Let’s see what M did to the doll)

Olha! A Marta adormeceu a boneca! (Look! M. put the doll to sleep)
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